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At times it seems that in dealing with government we take two steps back for every step forward. But, in reviewing the past year, it is clear that we are making progress. I would like to go over our biggest accomplishments of the last year.
First, we got the Suffolk County Parks Dept. to agree to put up new fencing at Robinson Farm Dog Park, so dogs cannot escape onto Montauk Hwy or the LIRR tracks nearby. Dogs have been getting under the snow fencing and last summer a dog was killed on Montauk Hwy. We are so glad that the Parks Dept. has agreed to put up better fencing. 
We were greatly aided in our campaign by Suffolk County Legislator Kate Browning who represents the area and wrote a very tough letter to the Dept. about the fencing. We are very proud of the close relationship we have developed with Leg. Browning, other Suffolk County legislators, and the Suffolk County Parks Dept., which took our recommendation on the fencing. 
One other important development in Suffolk County is the expected opening this month of a new dog park on Cherry Ave. in W. Sayville. This will be the third dog park built in Suffolk County under the Five New Dog Parks initiative that we championed in 2007. 
In  Nassau County, there have been several important developments this year. 

First, a couple of months ago, Nassau Deputy Parks Commissioner told us that the fencing contract was going out for the long promised Eisenhower Dog Park.  We’re now getting conflicting reports on where the dog park stands, but we are in close touch with the Dept. to make sure they know we are committed to seeing this project through. [Please note that Nassau County Leg. Norma Gonsalves of E. Meadow brought important news about finding a great site for the dog park to the Annual Meeting. ]
Still another important development last year was the commitment we got from John Venditto, Oyster Bay Supervisor to designate a dog park site by July 4th.  We got that commitment at a Town Board meeting in June at which we presented a petition with 300 names on it. Unfortunately, this is also one of our biggest frustrations. We have yet to get a site designation.  We are looking to get a meeting with the Supervisor and his Parks Commissioner to surface the issues and get this project going. 
Finally, we are very proud of the fact that when the Parks Dept. decided it needed to move the dog runs at Bay Park as part of a parkwide redesign, the Deputy Commissioner came to Rich and Chris for their input. We have gained the Dept.’s respect as an authority on dog parks and as valued representative of Nassau dog owners. 
We also are making progress as an organization. We continue to grow. Every week, we get emails from dog owners asking to join LI-DOG and we continue to sign up people at events like Old Westbury Gardens. Our email list has grown by more than 300 names in the last five months alone, so we’re now over 1,600 dog owners on our email list. 

People looking for dog parks and events to go to with their dogs visit our website in increasing numbers. In 2010, our website attracted 26,800 unique visitors, an increase of 4,200 visitors over last year. One key reason is we are still the Number One site in Google and Bing for people who search for LI Dog Parks, Suffolk County Dog Parks, and Nassau County Dog parks. We have our webmaster Mike Marcotte to thank for that.   
Our finances are on solid ground. Last year, we raised over $4,000 and we have about $4,500 in the bank. This is very good for us, especially given that we are in the process of redesigning and relaunching our website and we will sign up for an email service this year.  Our insurance costs for our events also take a significant chunk of money. So, it’s important we continue to raise money. 
One key way we do that is with events. Last year, we organized and ran 10 successful events—6 Pints & Paws at Mary Carroll’s in Huntington and 4 Doggie Nights at Eleanor Rigby’s in Mineola.  At our P&P events, we invited rescue groups to bring one or two dogs to promote their adoption. Not only are these fun, unique events because people can bring their own dogs to Happy Hour, but they are an important source of revenue for us.  We always need help promoting these events.

 Also, I want to mention two businesses that have been important sources of financial support.  Canine Fence underwrites the cost of our Meetup.com site and they have already agreed to sponsor us again this coming year. If you click on their logo on our Meetup site, you can see all the great products they promote.  I also want to mention Viewpoint Photography of Huntington Village, which sponsored a Holiday Pooch Shoot to benefit LI-DOG. Last year, that event was the single biggest contributor to our revenues.  I urge you to support these businesses that do so much for us. 
Also, I would like to acknowledge Pam Schmidlin’s contributions to LI-DOG last year. Last year, she raised more than $300 for us by running the NYC Marathon. It’s an incredible physical feat and it was incredibly generous of Pam to run it for our cause. 
There are many good things going on with LI-DOG. But, we still have a lot of work to do. It is ridiculous and a waste of our taxpayer money when dog owners are ticketed for having their dogs off-leash in an area where there is no one in sight or simply because they walked into a Nassau County park with their dog on-leash to get to the dog run. 

It’s not just dog parks we need. It’s access to beaches where we can run our dogs off-leash without bothering others, it’s on-leash access to town and county parks, and its access to the fields and trails in NY State Parks on Long Island. 
Given how many of us there are—more households on LI have dogs than have children under the age of 18—and how passionate people are about their dogs and our need to give them adequate exercise, we will succeed in making LI more dog friendly.  We have already made important advances. But we need dog owner support and commitment to our cause. Please let us know how you’d like to help. Your dogs and thousands of other dogs on Long Island will be happier and healthier for it!
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